There has been a myth that the extended family is the most popular type of family in the pre-modern society. But it is not much supported by the historical data in European countries. This paper also tries to challenge the myth about the Korean family using Daegu Family Registry, which was recently digitalized. The data shows the family structure of Daegu DongSang-Myeon, DongJung-Myeon, DongHa-Myeon, and SeoSang-Myeon in Daegu-Bu from 1681~1876. The findings are 1) nuclear family was the most prevalent type among the variety of family structure, 2) the popularity of nuclear family was different by status-nuclear family is more popular at lower status, 3) the ratio of nuclear family was changing over times and its ratio increased sharply from the mid19th century except the ruling class, Yangban.
Introduction
There is a belief that one of the processes of modernization is the change from the extended family to the nuclear family. But it has been challenged by scholars who studied empirical data in European countries (Laslett 1969; Murdock 1968; Saito 1996) . They showed that nuclear family is more popular type of the family structure than extended family even in pre-modern European countries.
Can we apply this finding to other countries? Recently released new micro-level historical data sources enables us to test it in East Asian countries (Hao Dong et al. 2015) . In China, two multigenerational panel dataset -Liaoning 1749 -1909 and Shuangcheng 1866 -1913 This paper will test the hypothesis of pre-modern nuclear family theory in the pre-modern Korea using Daegu-Bu family registry. Daegu-Bu family registry is the largest historical dataset in South Korea as of 2016. Daegu-Bu family registry began from 1681 and ended in 1876.
It will further explore two related questions. The second question is whether the pre-modern nuclear family theory is applicable to each caste. Pre-modern society has a strong caste system and the family structure may vary by the location within the caste. It may be a myth that pre-modern society is homogenous. It will test if the family structure of pre-modern society would be different by caste. The last question is whether there was any change by years. It may be a myth if the family structure of premodern society in Korea was stable and monotonous. There is a possibility that pre-modern society have experienced changes in family structure too. I expect Daegu-Bu family registry would show some changes in family structure from the late 17 century to the late 19 th century 2. Literature Review Nimkoff and Middleton (1960) argue that the traditional agricultural society is associated with the extended family. They think that bigger family size is more competitive in agricultural society unlike in hunting-gathering society. Burgess (1973) maintains that traditional family is extended patriarchal family and nuclear family is introduced during the modernization process. He even uses the ratio of nuclear family in the family structure as the proxy of modernization.
But there is another theory that nuclear family is popular in pre-modern society. Considering the high mortality and the short life expectancy, three-generation family can last for a limited time. The extended family needs bigger economic resources of the family. If the family has not enough land to cultivate together, it would be a rational choice to live separately (Hsu, 1958) . The pre-modern society in Korea is an agricultural society. At that time, the life expectancy for men was only 23 years in 18 th century (Cha 2009 ). Even considering the high infant mortality rate, there would have challenges to live with three generation all together.
The extended family in Korea had several characteristics which were observed in 20 th century (Lee 1990; Cho 1993) . At first, it was an immediate extended family. The extended family was mainly built in immediate line instead of the collateral line. Secondly, the paternal line was more important than maternal line. Lastly, eldest son has a primary role for living with his parents.
We observed that the extended family was popular in the 20 th century. But there is a possibility that it was a special phenomena right before or at the beginning of the modernization era. The real phenomena during the pre-modern society should be examined from the empirical data.
Data and Methodology
Family registry is an official document which proves individual status by the government. It is similar to census. It is survey by the local government triennially. The survey unit is a household but it counts all the people individually. It includes each persons' name, age, relationship with household head, family clan, status, name and status of 4 ancestors (father/grandfather/great-grandfather/ maternal grandfather). The main survey purpose is taxation. The family registry is stored at three places -the town where the survey was made, the province and the capital. To identify the nuclear family, it is needed to count the number of married couples within the family. If there is only one married couple or less, it will be regarded as a nuclear family. If there is more than two married couple it will be regarded as an extended family.
There are six issues when I count the number of married couple and identify their status within the caste system. The first issue is inconsistency. The same relationship with the household head is recorded differently with a variety of terminology (Cha 2009; Kim 2001; Son 2001) . There was a rule to record the relationship but it has been changing and there were a lot of exceptions. The second issue is the risk of incorrectness. To evade the taxation, it is known that there was a tendency to underreport or over-report one's age (Kim 2015) . The third issue is the possibility of incompleteness.
Because of the high infant mortality, there was a tendency not to record the infants. Figure 2 shows the percentage of nuclear family among Yangban. The extended family is more popular than the nuclear family. The share of nuclear family is 40~50% of family structure. Except the last year, it is not clear that nuclear family becomes more popular than in the past. It is quite different trend from other castes' distribution. Figure 3 shows the story of Joongin. The nuclear family is more popular than other castes. In the early 18 th century, the share of nuclear family is above 50% and it becomes bigger and bigger later. It may be inappropriate to argue that the nuclear family is the social norm or social value in the pre-modern Korea. Even though the popular mode is nuclear family, the extended family may be an ideal family type. For Yangban, the ruling class, extended family is more prevalent than the other classes, and it may be a signal that extended family is an ideal type of family in the pre-modern Korea.
It should be noteworthy that the time span of Daegu-bu family registry is from 1681-1876. There is a possibility that before the late 17 th century, the family structure was different. Even though the same patriarchal society, the specific form can be different. It is known that there was a tradition of matrilocality before 17 th century in pre-modern Korea (Moon 2004; Kwon 2012) . Married couples lived not at husband's hometown but at wife's hometown. This tradition was changed during 17 th century and at the late 17 th century patrilocality became the basic rule. It suggests two possibilities.
The first is that there may be a discontinuity in family type around 17 th century. So we should be careful to maintain that the findings at here are applied to all pre-modern Korean society. The second is that even though the form of family structure looks similar, the detailed meanings can be different.
In other words, the pre-modern nuclear family may seem to show similar form to that of the contemporary society but may have different principles and relationships within the family. It is also needed to be aware of the changes of caste system. 
